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by deleting all language after the enacting clause and by substituting instead the following: 

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 65-5-109, is amended by adding the 

following as a new subsection: 

 (t)  Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any certificated provider of local 

exchange telephone service subject to market regulation may, at its election, file a tariff 

with the authority governing the rates, terms and conditions of any of its services.  Such 

filed tariff shall become effective upon filing and be deemed approved, unless rejected 

by the authority upon finding that the tariff violates applicable law within twenty-one (21) 

days of filing.  The approval of a tariff under this subsection shall constitute publication 

and notice to consumers of the provisions of the tariff, specifically those provisions 

governing carrier and consumer liability, for purposes of the filed rate doctrine.  Unless 

rejected as provided herein, such tariffs shall constitute binding tariffs to the same extent 

as tariffs of other providers not subject to market regulation, including application of the 

filed rate doctrine, and shall be subject to the rules and regulations of the authority 

governing customer notices to the same extent as such rules apply to providers not 

subject to market regulation. 

 SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring 

it. 


